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Assessment for Learning

• This is classroom assessment which focuses on the 
learning as it is taking place and its function is to bring 
about improvement

• Both teachers and learners need to be involved but 
ultimately it is the learner who has to take action

Harrison & Howard 2009



Recent Use of AfL Definition 

Assessment for Learning occurs as part of everyday

classroom practice whereby teachers, and students, seek

out, reflect upon and respond to information from dialogue,

demonstration and observation in ways that aim to enhance

student learning, during the learning (Cowie & Bell, 1999;

Klenowski, 2009).

Cowie, Harrison & Willis (in press)



What gets learnt?

• Denvir & Brown 
(1996)

– Understanding of 
basic number in low-
achieving 7-9 year 
olds

– Extensive conceptual 
hierarchy developed

– Students assessed
– Teacher plans 

teaching programme
– Students re-assessed



What questions do we ask?

Which fraction is the smallest? a) 1
6

,   b) 2
3

,   c) 1
3

,   d) 1
2

.

Success rate 88%

Which fraction is the largest?

Success rate 46%; 39% chose (b)

a) 4
5

,   b) 3
4

,   c) 5
8

,   d) 7
10

.

Vinner (1997)



What Activities We Do?



What Approach We Take? 



Collaborative 
learning Self regulated 

learners

Dialogue

AFL

What are the  essential  aspects  to AFL? (Harrison & Howard 2009)



Kinds of Feedback: Canada

• 80 Y9 students learning major scales in music
Experimental group 1 (EG1) given

written praise
list of weaknesses
workplan

Experimental group 2 (EG2) given
oral feedback
nature of errors
chance to correct errors

Control group (CG)
no feedback Boulet(1990)                  

Which Group learnt to write their scales best? Why? 



It’s not what you do, but the way 
that you do it 


